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Dean's Message
TO THE Class of 2004
Congratulations to you- the UMDNJ-
School of Osteopathic Medicine Class of
2004! I am very proud of each one of
you for achieving this milestone. I hope
you look back on your time at UMDNJ-
SOM with fond memories of student life
your fellow graduates, the faculty,
learning and ultimately earning your
Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine degree. Even
though graduation
officially marked the
end of your medical
school career, it is truly
a beginning; a new
stage of your life where
you will apply your
unique skills to relieve
suffering and always,
continue to learn.
Regardless of the
discipline or area of
medicine you aspire to
practice, be passionate
about learning and
most importantly,
committed to teaching.
You have embarked on
your medical career
during the most ex-
traordinary time in the
history of medicine.
Not only will you ben-
efit from having re-
ceived your medical
education and training
at the nation's finest
Osteopathic Medical
School, but you will also
benefit from the abun-
dance of research, invention, and tech-
nology that is available today to eradi-
cate disease and prevent illness more
effectively than ever.
R. Michael Gallagher,
D.O., FACOFP
Dean
School of Osteopathic Medicine
Regrettably, the number of health condi-
tions that face our world grows each year;
there are new "man-made" health threats
such as biological agents as well as natu-
ral born diseases such as SARS that
require a swift and decisive response by
the health community. As the first-line of
defense for the public health, you will be
challenged to continue to
learn about these emerg-
ing risks.
Remember always, no
drug can replace the
empathy and healing
hands of a well-trained,
attentive and dedicated
physician. Each time you
don your white coat, you
are accepting the respon-
sibility to carry out the
work that you committed
yourself to during your
White Coat Ceremony. I
know that you have been
fully prepared to meet
every challenge and
possess the knowledge
and skills to achieve all of
your goals.
It has been my privilege
and honor to have been
afforded this opportunity
to serve you. On behalf of
the administration, I
welcome you to the
Alumni Association and
trust that you will always
consider yourself an
important part of our
growing family of physicians.
Congratulations to you and best wishes in
all of your professional endeavors.
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Associate Deans
George Piper, D.O.
Associate Dean
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Education
Warren Wallace, Ed.D.
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Assistant Deans
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Research
Paul Krueger, D.O.
Assistant Dean
Education & Curriculum
Andrew Pecora, D.O.
Assistant Dean
Education & Faculty
Development
William Ranieri, D.O.
Assistant Dean
Clinical Affairs
UMDNJ-SOM ARTICULATIONS
CELL BIOLOGY
Carl Hock, Ph.D.
Chair, Associate Professor
Rocco Carsia, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Teresa Duda, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Lloyd Forman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
CELL BIOLOGY
Bertram Lipitz, D.V.M.
Instructor
Pietan Liu, PhJ).
Assistant Professor
George Mulheron, Ph.D.
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Deborah Podolin, Ph.D.
Adjunct Assistant Professor
CELL BIOLOGY
Rameshwar Sharina, Ph.D.
Professor
Venkataswar Venkataraman,PhX).,
Assistant Professor
Bernd Spur, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
James White, Ph.D.
Adjunct Associate Professor
CELL BIOLOGY
Kingsley Yin, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
DENTAL MEDICINE
George Mardirossian, D.MJ>.
Chair, Professor
EMERGENCY MEDICINE
Francis Levin, D.O.
Chair, Assistant Professor
FAMILY MEDICINE
Carmen Ciervo, D.O.
Chair, Associate Professor
FAMILY MEDICINE
Daniel Abesh, D.O.
Assistant Professor
John Bertagnolli, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Robin M. Clemons, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Allen Clowers, D.O.
Assistant Professor
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FAMILY MEDICINE
Edmund Erde, Ph.D.
Professor
Herbert Fichnian, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Frank Filipetto, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Shari Fine, D.O.
Assistant Professor
1.4
FAMILY MEDICINE
R. Michael Gallagher, D.O.
Professor
Gintare Gecys, D.O.
Assistant Professor
C.Ivan Gordon, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Adarsh Gupta, D.O.
Professor
FAMILY MEDICINE
Marvin Herring, M.D.
Professor
Robert Hudrick, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Kathryn Lambert, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Robin Levin, M.D.
Assistant Professor
FAMILY MEDICINE
Lisa Beth Lichtman, D.O.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Tiffany Lowe, D.O.
Assistant Professor
David Mason, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Eleanor Masterson, D.O.
Associate Professor
FAMILY MEDICINE
Loretta Mueller, D.O.
Associate Professor
George Scott, D.O., D.P.M.
Assistant Professor
Michael Voyack, D.O,
Assistant Professor
Virginia Witt, M.D.
Assistant Professor
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FAMILY MEDICINE
Andrea Woll,D.O.
Clinical Assistant Professor
MEDICINE
Thomas Cavalieri, D.O.
Chair, Professor
Stephen Burnstein, D.O.
Professor
John Chiesa, D.O.
Associate Professor
MEDICINE
Myron Chu, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Lesly D'Ambola, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Donna DiBruno, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Alfred DiPiero, D.O.
Clinical Associate Professor
MEDICINE
Timothy Dombrowski, D.O.
Associate Professor
Bennett Fein, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Nathan Freed, D.O.
Associate Professor
James Giudice, D.O.
Professor
MEDICINE
Russell Griesback, D.O.
Clinical Associate Professor
Elizabeth Heifer, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Joanne Kaiser-Smith, D.O.
Associate Professor
Brian Little, D.O.
Instructor
MEDICINE
Raksha Kothari, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Thomas Morley, D.O.
Professor
Sherry Pomerantz, Ph.D.
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Nadine Rosenthal, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
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MEDICINE
Stanley Schiff, D.O.
Associate Professor
Edward A. Skobac, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Amita Vasoya, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Xiaodan Ye,M.D.
' Assistant Professor
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
Salvatore Caradonna, Ph.D.
Chair, Professor
Gary Bailin, Ph.D.
Adjunct Associate Professor
Subhasis Biswas, Ph.D.
Professor
Michael Henry, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
Robert Ladner, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Kai Mon Lee, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Susan Muller-Weeks, Ph.D.
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Robert Nagele, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
OBSTETRICS AND
GYNECOLOGY
Ronald Ayres, D.O.
Chair, Associate Professor
Joseph Bottalico, D.O.
Associate Professor
Charlene Bramble, M.D.
Assistant Professor
William Croff, D.O.
Assistant Professor
OBSTETRICS AND
GYNECOLOGY
Dipak Delvadia, D.O.
Assistant Professor
William Gall, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Diane Hargis-Reynolds, CNM
Instructor
Peter Konchak, D.O.
Associate Professor
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OBSTETRICS AND
GYNECOLOGY
Paul Krueger, D.O.
Associate Professor
Roberta Laskowski, CNM
Instructor
Anthony Salerno, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Theresa SchoII, Ph.D., MPH
Professor
OSTEOPATHIC SCIENCES
David Mason, D.O.
Chair, Assistant Professor
Nejat Guzelsu, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Eleanor Masterson, D.O.
Associate Professor
Carl Mogil, D.O.
Associate Professor
PATHOLOGY
Larry Wyatt, D.O.
Chair, Associate Professor
Alvin Hall, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Michael McCormack, Ph.D.
Professor
Mary Jo Robinson, D.O.
Assistant Professor
PATHOLOGY
Linda Seeley, D.O.
Assistant Professor
PEDIATRICS
Martin Finkel, D.O.
Chair, Professor
Anna Baldino, D.O.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Susan Friedler, D.O.
"^Clinical Assistant Professor
PEDIATRICS
Jacqueline Kaari, D.O.
Instructor
Gary McAbee, D.O., J.D.
Chair, Professor
Albertina Ricci, D.O.
Clinical Instructor
PSYCHIATRY
David Rissmiller, D.O.
Chair, Associate Professor
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PSYCHIATRY
Jane Chamberlain, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Michael J. Colis, Ph.D.
Instructor
Elaine Elenewski, R.N., M.A,
Adjunct Instructor
Susan Franklin, RN, CNS
Instructor
PSYCHIATRY
Michael Friedman, D.O.
Assistant Professor
JoAnne Gonzalez-Serrat, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Nazil Gulab, M.D.
Assistant Professor
David Harrison, D.O.
Assistant Professor
PSYCHIATRY
Frederick J. Humphrey H, D.O.
Professor
Pamela Kane, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
David Krefetz, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Geetha Kumar, M.D.
Associate Professor
PSYCHIATRY
Douglas Leonard, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Andrew Levitas, M.D.
Associate Professor
Donald Light, Ph J).
Professor
Harry Madison, D.O.
Assistant Professor
PSYCHIATRY
Leslie Madrak, D.O.
Assistant Professor
George McCandless, RN, MSN
Instructor, Coterminous
Alfred Moyer, RN
Instructor
Erica Musser, D.O.
Assistant Professor
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PSYCHIATRY
Stacy Nelson, MSN, RN
Instructor
Valsa Ouseph, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Denise Owen-Fabricius, RN
Clinical Instructor
Narsimha Pinninti, M.D.
Assistant Professor
PSYCHIATRY
George Piper, D.O.
Associate Professor
William Raneri, D.O.
Professor
Walter Rhoades, D.O.
Instructor
James Rogers, D.O.
Assistant Professor
PSYCHIATRY
Mark Rosenberg, RN
Instructor
Melissa Runyon, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Mark Sacher, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Robert Steer, Ed.D.
Professor
PSYCHIATRY
Lynne Stein, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Marianne Tracey, M.A.
Assistant Professor
Edward Valkov, MJD.
Assistant Professor
Lydia Vender, D.O.
Clinical Assistant Professor
PSYCHIATRY
Marc C. Wallen, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Alfred Wayslow, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Glenn Zielinski, D.O.
Assistant Professor
REHABILITATION
MEDICINE
Richard Jermyn, D.O.
Assistant Professor
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REHABILITATION
MEDICINE
Kavita Gupta, D.O.
Assistant Professor
SURGERY
James Weese, M.D.
Chair, Professor
Michael I. Abraham, D.O.
Associate Professor
Dwayne Badgett, M.D.
Assistant Professor
SURGERY
Charles Dietzek, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Thomas Duffy, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Manucher Fallahnejad, M.D.
Professor
Louis Gallo, D.O.
Assistant Professor
SURGERY
Richard Liszewski, D.O.
Associate Professor
Keith O'Malley, M.D.
Associate Professor
Marc Rosen, D.O.
Assistant Professor
T. Peter Stein, Ph.D.
Professor
SURGERY
Marc Tucker, D.O.
Instructor, Coterminous
Raymond Wojtalik, M.D.
Associate Professor
CENTER FOR AGING
Anita Chopra, M.D.
Director, Professor
Ira Cuttler, M.D.
Assistant Professor
CENTER FOR AGING
Ritchell Dignam, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Stephen Dinsmore, D.O.
Associate Professor
John Domanski, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Manette Fine, D.O.
Clinical Assistant Professor
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CENTER FOR AGING
Terrie Ginsberg, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Lynne Gradinger, M.D,
Clinical Assistant Professor
Halina Kedziora, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Tatyana Kemarskaya, M.D.
Assistant Professor
CENTER FOR AGING
Janet Lieto, D.O.
Assistant Professor
David McComb, D.O.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Prameela Palli, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Rajankumar Patel, M.D.
Assistant Professor
CENTER FOR AGING
Elyse Perweiler, R.N., MPP
Assistant Professor
Gerald Podskalny, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Stephen Scheinthal, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Nirmala Selvam, M.D.
Assistant Professor
CENTER FOR AGING
May Thomas, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor
Ehab Tuppo, D.O.
Assistant Professor
Ellen Van Fossen, MSN, APN
Instructor
Mark Woodward, M.D.
Assistant Professor
CENTER FOR
CHILDREN'S SUPPORT
Martin Finkel, D.O.
Director, Professor
Esther Deblinger, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Marita Lind, M.D.
Assistant Professor
Julie Ann Lippman, Psy.D.
Assistant Professor
^^^^ ^^fl^^^B ^^^^^p^ ^i^^k
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CENTER FOR
CHILDREN'S SUPPORT
Lori Moyer, Ph.D.
Instructor, Coterminous
Melissa Runyon, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
DEAN'S OFFICE
John Crosbie
Director, Stategic Planning
Robert Proedoehl
Director, Operations
DEAN'S OFFICE
Connie Spencer
Dean 's Office
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
Tisha Calvarese
Director, Information Technology
MARKETING
Mary Louise Bianco-Smith
Director, Marketing
STAFF
JacqueHne Giacobbe
Cognitive Skills
STAFF
Linda Jensen
Registrar
Marilyn Kinimelman, Ed.D.
Academic Affairs
Robert McBride
Educational Media
Dean Micciche
Alumni/Student Affairs
STAFF
Sandra Rollins
Financial Aid
Janice Skica
Library
Paula Slade
Admissions
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Voicesfrom the
You look confused. Let's move on."
Dr. Muller-Weeks (Microbio)
"What else do you want to know about the patient?"
"Is he tall?"
"Uh - what are you thinking?"
"I'm thinking he is."
- Dr. Mason (OMM) & Chris Lawler on reviewing an H&P
DON'T GET YOUR BOWELS IN AN UPROAR!!"
Recurrent Dr. Chiesa quote (Gl)
"Have I given this lecture to you before?"
- Dr. Masterson (OIVIM)
Classroom of2004
'Just remember, the people who say you don't need to study for boards...
rhey're in the library, studying for boards."
- Dr. Strickland (Uro)
"First of all, WHAT IS THE MATRIX?!"
- Eddie, class spokesman, in Human Development
'If they made it to 80, who the hell cares about their family history??"
Dr. Maiese (Cardio)
"He knows a lot about little stuff, you know? He could be a lifeline."
- Dr. Lambert of Jon Markley
'Does this guy sell used cars?"
- Dr. Blackstone on Anthony
"I was in the psych ward the other day - not personally, but -"
- Oliver
Taking Care of Business . . .
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Ready for the Red Carpet . . .

A Well-Deserved Break . . .
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IRolande
Alam, D.O.
Fairview, NJ
B.S. • The College of
New Jersey
St. Christopher's Hospital
Philadelphia. PA
Pediatrics
To my family:
You have supported me through
my entire academic career,
from my first day of kindergar-
ten to my last day of medical
school. You are my strength.
Thank you for all your love and
encouragement. Mom and dad,
you're the greatest!
To Gary:
There were places in my heart
I'd never been before, moments
in the day Fd never appreciated
before, a happiness in my life
I'd never felt before. Until now.
Until you. You have given me a
joy beyond words and a love
that everyone hopes to find. I
will forever be grateful.
To my friends and classmates:
Thanks for all the laughs and
the memories. These were
difficult years, but I never had
to struggle alone. Katherine,
yes we're friends! Ajanta, hey
roomie!
34
Onyema
Edward
Amakiri, D.O.
Mhaise Imostate, Nigeria
DVM • University Of
Nigeria,
UNECOM/ St. Michael's
Hospital
Newark, NJ
First I must give glory to God
for making this dream a
reality. My success would not
have been possible without
the inmense and unalloyed
support of my family, whom I
had put through tremendous
difficulties during the past
four years.
To my "most Beloved, Beauti-
ful and Cheerful wife"-
Angela - I thank you most
sincerely from the bottom of
my heart. I know it had not
been easy taking care of our
four young children while
maintaining a full-time job. It
only takes a "great lioness"
like you. My pledge is to
continue to love and cherish
you all the days of my life.
To my wonderful children-
Chidinma, Chidera, Nnana
and Uche- I thank you All for
being very understanding and
supportive.
35
Katherine Vega
Atienza, D.O.
Jersey City, NJ
B.S. • Fairleigh Dickinson
University
Atlantic Health System
Pediatrics
Mom and Dad,
Thanks. I appreciate everything you
have done for me.
Diane,
Can you beheve it has been four
years? From the first day of school
to the last, thanks for being there.
Rolande,
My extra-curricular buddy, It's
been fun. Yes we really are friends.
36
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Sanjay
Bhambri, D.O.
Chicago, IL
B.A.* Keaii University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
To my parents, words cannot
describe the gratitude that I have for
you. Dad, I know you are looking
down over me. Thank you for
teaching me never to give up on my
dreams. Mom, thank you for all
your love and support. Without it.
medical school have been much
more difficult.
Avani: Thank you for being there
every step of the way. Life has been
amazing since the day I met you. I
love you not only for who you are
but who 1 am with you. Thank you
for the endless love and support. 1
could not have done it without you.
To my brother: Thank you for all
the sacrifice. I would not be in this
position if it wasn't for you. Thank
you for everything.
"The desire to take medicine is
perhaps the greatest feature which
distinguishes man from animals."
One of the first duties of the
physician is to educate the masses
not to take medicine."
-Sir William Osier
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Dana Lynn
Biermann, D.O.
Gibbstowu, NJ
B.S. • The College ofNew Jersey
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford. NJ
Traditional Rotating
"The lliture belongs to those who
beheve in the beauty of their
dreams."
-Eleanor Roosevelt
Thank you to all whom allowed me
to dream. Mom, Dad, Jeff, and
Grandmom: Thank you for all the
constant support and love. Every-
thing good in me is a direct reflec-
tion of you. Chrissy: Thanks for
putting up with all my craziness
throughout the years and always
being there for me. Marguerite and
Danalisa: No amount of distance can
damper our friendship. I am so glad
that we always have each other to
lean on. Maria and Chris: Who
knew that medical school could be
so much fun? Now, if only we spent
half as much time studying as we
did playing (no, mommy, no)! he he.
Eric: I want you to know how much
your love and support means to me.
Every day you remind me of all the
great things in life and how I am so
lucky to be sharing them with you.
Thank you.
I love you. Dana
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Shaila
Bokkala, D.O.
Cheny Hill, NJ
Ph.D. • Osmania Universitw India
MercY Catholic Medical Center
Darby. PA
Hahnemann Hospital
Neurology Residency
I can't thank my Dad enough for all
that he did for me. First of all for
being both a father and mother since
my mother's demise years ago, for
being a constant source of inspira-
tion and for his unwavering support
in my pursuit of medical education.
I dedicate my D.O. degree to my
Dad who is no longer in this world
to rejoice my accomplishment for
which he was looking forward to.
1 quote a Sanskrit saying from the
great epic 'Gita" in which my Dad
ardently believed. "Kannany ev_
dhikar sthu te m phaleshu
kad_cana m_ kamia phala hetur
bh r m_ te sangostv akarmani."
It translates as: "Seek to perfomi
your duty; but lay not claim to its
fruits. Be you not the producer of
the fruits of karma, neither shall you
lean towards inaction."
I thank my husband, Narsimha,
for his unconditional
encouragement and advice. a
39

Jessica Ann
Cebula, D.O.
B.S.
Toms Rive?; NJ
Mary Washington College
Delaware Counh'/Crozer-Chester
Drexel Hill, PA
Traditional Rotating Internship
UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital
New Brunswick. NJ
Anesthesiology
My love, thanks, and admiration to
my family and friends who have
shared every laugh and tear with me
over the past four years.
I especially thank my devoted
parents, Mary Ann & Charles
Cebula, who have taught me that
dreams really do come true with
time, patience, and perseverance.
You have been role models of
strength and courage, and more
importantly, the compass for my
"fiature roadmap." I am so blessed
to have you as my parents.
I remember my deceased grandpar-
ents - Dominic Cianci, Helen
Cebula, and Joseph Cebula. 1 know
that you are looking down upon this
moment with pride.
To my grandmother, Frances Cianci
- thank you for your listening ear
and your loving heart.
I love you dearly.
IOliver Alphonse
Cerqueira, D.O.
Lindenwold, NJ
B.S. • Rutgers University
-
College ofPharmacy
University' ofOklahoma-COM
'
Tulsa. OK
Internal Medicine
To Lord Jesus Christ: Thank you for
giving me the strength and courage to
persevere through these tough times.
Without your Divine Influence, I am
nothing. Please bless my family and
loved ones, now and forever. Amen.
To My Mom and Dad: Thank you for
everything. We have been through a
lot over the years - without your help
and support, I would have never made
it. I promise to be there for you guys,
always. I love you both very much!
!
To My Soulmate, Bemadette: Thank
you for making this last year the best
one ofmy life. I love you with all my
heart!! I'm so glad that God allowed
us to find each other. I can't wait to
begin our life together as one.
To theClassof2004: Wedidit!! Let's
show this world what we got!
Love Always, Oliver
"Dream as if you'll live forever. Live
as if you'll die today." - James Dean
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Farhad Reza
Chowdhury,
D.O.
Piscataway, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
PCOM/ Philadelphia Consortium
Philadelphia. PA
Traditional Rotating
"Wealth does not arise from an
abundance of goods, but from a
contended heart."
- Muhammad ibn Abdallah (peace
and blessings be upon him)
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Karen Clarke-
Bennett, D.O.
Voorhees, NJ
M.P.H. • George Washington
University
Providence Hospital
Philadelphia, PA
Traditional Rotating
I thank God for blessing me with the
heahh and strength required to achieve
my hfelong dream of becoming a
physician.
To my Mother and Father:
Thank you for your unconditional love
and support throughout the years.
Thank you for always believing in me
and for encouraging me to strive for
my dreams.
To Marco, my husband:
Thank you for your love and support.
Thank you for always being there for
me even when I am stressed out and
not the nicest person to be around.
To my siblings - Charmaine, Jonelle,
and George:
Thanks for being understanding
throughout all my years in school.
To my niece and nephew:
Remember, always strive for your
dreams and never let anyone tell you
that cannot achieve your goals.
44
Niti K.
Dalai, D.O.
ChenyHill, NJ
B.A. • Boston University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Traditional Rotating
Thank you to all ofmy family and
friends without whom I would not
have been able to accomplish any of
the goals that I set for myself
Thank you to my parents who have
dedicated their life to me. Thank
you to my sisters, my best friends,
who have given me guidance and
support. Thank you to my grand-
mother who taught me to be a kind,
dedicated, and generous person.
Thank you to my old and new
friends who have shaped the person
that I am today. Thank you to the
professors and physicians who
taught me the science and art of
medicine. I wish my classmates
success in their professional and
personal lives. Look forward to the
ftiture and always remember who
you wanted to be.
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Jessica Isabel
de la Mota, D.O.
Clifton, NJ
B.A. 'Rutgers University
NYCOM/St. Clare 's Hospital
New York. NY
Traditional Rotating
Your work is to discover your world
and then with all your heart give your-
self to it. - The Buddha
Mom, my best friend. You are my
strength and source of light. No one
understands me better. Thank you for
making me fearless, resilient, and con-
fident. You are my pillar.
Dad: 1 love you. Thank you for your
support.
Grandma: Thank you foryourblessings
and words full of love and wisdom
during difficult times.
Winnie: Sis, thanks for standing
through the years by my side. For the
comfort you brought to my life and for
listening and easing me through. I love
you.
Justin: My baby brother - you filled my
life with so much joy the day you were
bom.
Christiaan: My angel, you will always
hold a very special place in my heart.
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Abeer Samir
Elessawi, D.O.
Marlboro, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
UMDNJ/St. Francis Hospital
Jersey City, NJ
Family Practice Combined
Program
"Verily, We it is Who give life and
cause death; and to Us is the final
return."
Al Quran El-Kareem (El-Qaf:43)
Aisha (RAA) said:
When any person among us fell ill,
Allah's Messenger (Peace be upon
him) used to touch him with his
right hand and then say. "Take
away the harm, O Lord of the
people, heal them for You are the
Great Healer. There is no healer
able to heal without Your healing
Power."
A
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Sadia
Ghafoor, D.O.
Edison, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
UMDNJ/New Jersey Medical School
Newark, NJ
Internal Medicine
Words cannot begin to describe the
experiences of these past four years.
I have learned so much about myself
as well as others.
Thank you God for blessing me with
a beautifiil family and now, an
honorable profession. Thank you
mom and dad for being such good
teachers. Everything I am is because
of you. You have given me faith in
my values and the self-confidence
needed to respect them. I wish
everyone had such loving and giving
parents. To Sadaf, Ali and Faisal,
you are my life long partners. . .1 love
you.
1 want to thank all ofmy wonderftil
friends for joining me on this unique
journey and being a part of my life; I
will never forget you. You will
live eternally in my memories and in
my heart. Alex, Nancy. George.
Maria, Laurie, Dan, Beth and Steve, I
love you and wish you much success.
Congratulations to all ofmy class-
mates!
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Monique
Raffaela Girard,
Vineland. NJ
B.S. • Georgetown
University
UMDNJ/St. Francis Hospital
Jersey City, NJ
Traditional Rotating
would like to thank my Mother and
Father, Charles, Grandmom, family
and friends for all the love and sup-
port they gave to me uncondition-
ally. You all have contributed in
your own way to my success and I
am so happy you can share this mile-
stone with me. I love you! Monique
m ^^^^^
Heidi Erika
Godoy, D.O.
Holhrook NY
B.S. • Cornell Univeysit}'
Georgetown University! Hospital
Washington, D.C.
OB/GYN
I would like to thank my parents for
their unconditional support both fi-
nancially and emotionally, without
it I would not be where I am today.
Tanya, Tim and Rudy you are the
three people in my life that ground
me and help me to remember that it
is not all about school but about
living your life too! Jody, Sue, and
Janice, you girls are like chicken
noodle soup for the soul. Thanks for
always being their when I needed a
pick me up. And lastly David, my
sweetheart, I could not have done it
without your constant nudging and
support. You were the one who
always pushed me a little bit further
when I thought that I had no more. I
love you all.
"Finish each day and be done with it.
You have done what you could;
some blunders and absurdities have
crept in; forget them as soon as you
can. Tomorrow is a new day; you
shall begin it serenely and with too
high a spirit to be encumbered with
your old nonsense."
-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Jeanette Rose
Gonzalez, D.O.
Staten Island, NY
B.S. • Northeastern University'
Schneider Children 's Hospital
North Shore -
Long Island Jewish Medical Center
Pediatrics
First, thank you to my family who
Without the support ofmy family and
friends I would have been lost these
past four years. Thank you mom and
dad for always being there to listen to
me and guide me in the right direction.
To my brothers and family, thank you
for dealing with my occasional atti-
tudes and always having your doors
open to me. To Joe, through it all you
have been there for me, for that and so
many other reasons thank you and I
love you. To my oldest and dearest
friends, whom we have shared so
many memories, you will always be in
my life and I look forward to being a
"grown up" like all ofyou. And to the
newest addition to my friends, my
med school buddies, I will never for-
get you. To all ofmy loved ones, you
are all dear to me and I will always
hold you close to my heart.
To my fellow classmates 1 wish you all
the best of luck for successful careers
and fulfilling lives. God Bless.
"We can do no great things - only
small things with great love."
_ . Mother Teresa
54
Ronald M.
Gonzalez, D.O.
Marlton. NJ
B.A. • Kean University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Orthopedic Surgery
I would like to thank my parents for
all their support through the years. I
would also like to thank my wife
Tracey for being by my side from the
very beginning. My gratitude also
goes out to my Uncle Bob who's
confidence in me has been invalu-
able. Without Tracey and my family
these four years would have been
impossible. I decided four years ago
to be a doctor, I made it half because
I was willing to do whatever it took
along the way, and half because there
were many people who cared enough
to help me. To all my classmates, I
wish you the best of luck in all your
endeavors.
What lies behind us and what lies
before us are small matters compared
to what lies within us.
- Oliver Wendell Holmes
A man is a success if he gets up in
the morning and goes to bed at night,
and in between he does what he
wants to do.
- Bob Dylan
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Aleksandr
Guchinskiy,
D.O.
Kishiner, Moldova, USSR
B.A. • Rutgers University
NYCOM/Union Hospital
Union, NJ
I would like to thank my dear parents
Tatyana and Vladislav Guchinskiy as
well as my grandmother Klavdiya
Roytburd. They always stood by my
side through all the difficult times and
supported all my dreams and aspira-
tions. It is because of them that I
excelled in this world and became a
well-rounded, well-educated indi-
vidual. Everything I am today I owe
to them. Mom, dad. grandma, I love
you. Thank you for always being
there for me.
I also would like to thank all the
friends that I made here at UMDNJ-
SOM for making these four years
memorable and fun filled. Let's not
forget them. I wish you guys all the
best. Sadia, it would not have been
the same without you, I am lucky to
have found such a great friend.
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Michael Shu
Huang, D.O.
Ridgewood, NJ
B. A. • Rutgers College
UMDNJ-RWJ
Piscataway, NJ
Internal Medicine
To Mom and Dad: Thank you
so much for your endless love
and support. You guys
instilled in me strong family
values, a goal oriented atti-
tude, and above all the pa-
tience to be kind. I love you!
To Janet and Kent: The best
siblings that a middle child
could ask for. You guys are
the best. Let's stick together
and we'll always have fun.
To Winston: My little puppy.
You bring a smile to me face
and brighten my day.
To my classmates: We've
done it! The hard work has
finally paid off. The best of
luck in all your future endeav-
ors. Have fun, laugh every
day, and thank god that we
have the opportunity to save
lives. See ya when I see ya.
To my wife, Janice: You are
the love of my life. Thank you
for being with me through
the good and the bad.
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Clive L.
Johnson, D.O.
B.S.
Newark, NJ
Seton Hall Universitv
NYCOM/ St. Barnabas/
Newark Beth Israel
Medical Center
Newark, NJ
Internal Medicine
I would like to thank God,
my mom, and so many other
wonderful people that have
provided me much assis-
tance. I hope my work as a
physician complements (for
how dare can I surpass) all
of the efforts you have
invested in me.
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Paige Michelle
Kalika, D.O.
Marlboro. NJ
B.A. • Cornell University
Jersey Shore University
Medical Center
Pediatrics
There are always two choices,
two paths to take. One is
easy. And its only reward is
that it's easy. -Anon.
Much love to my family and
friends. Whether I would be
here without you is irrelevent.
Without you, I wouldn't be
me.
This is for my mother, al-
ways.
Yesterday is history.
Tomorrow is a mystery.
Today is a gift. That's why
we call it the present.
Millions long for immortality
who do not know what to do
with themselves on a rainy
Sunday afternoon.
- Susan Ertz
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Terrence M.
Katona, D.O.
Blackwood, NJ
M.S. • Arcadia University
Indiana University
School oj Medicine
Pathology
I would like to thank my family for
their tremendous support over the
last 30 years and in particular the
last four. Tomywife, Vicky, whose
love and support allowed me to
complete this journey with my san-
ity intact. Our wonderful life to-
gether is just beginning. I love you
with all my heart. To my grandpar-
ents, Pop and Grandma, whose un-
conditional love, compassion and
generosity will forever shape me
and inspire me to do my very best.
Without you I would be nowhere.
And to my sister, Coleen, who has
always been there for me. I wish the
very best for you, Dave and Little
Dave. And to all of my lifelong
friends, may we continue to share
good times together.
"You catch for flies with honey than
you do with vinegar"
—Kathleen R. Latour
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Schneider Children's Hospital
North Shore-
Long Island Jewish Medical Center
Pediatrics
"Long ago. it must be - I have a
photograph... Preserve your memo-
ries, they're all that's left here..."
—Simon & Garfunkel
Mom & Dad - You stood by me
always and kept faith that I'd find my
way... A simple thanks doesn't do
justice for all you've done for me
love you. Jennifer and the rest of my
wonderful family - thank you so for
your unfaltering love & support.
My friends from home & WashU -
Thanks for always providing a wel-
come outlet from school stress &
feeding me the best medicine I know
- laughter.
My SOM classmates - We're almost
done here and I'll carry so many fond
memories - thank you all for making
this experience bearable and enjoy-
able! For those closest to my heart -
you know who you are - a million
thankyous for being such dear friends
and an incredible support system here
I could not have survived without. .
.
David Meredith
Kline, D.O.
HoUiston, MA
Rutgers Universit}'
UMDNJ-SOM/Children 's Hospital/
Cooper Medical Center
Camden, NJ
Pediatrics
"The purpose of human hfe is to
serve, show compassion, and to
have the will to help others." -
Albert Schweitzer, MD
1 would like to thank Nancy, Mom,
Dad, Mor-mor, Bob Christine,
Grandma, and Grandpa for the un-
ending love and support they have
shown me through the years.
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Jody Lynn
Kohut, D.O.
Toms River, NJ
B.S. • College ofCharleston
nomas Jefferson University/
DuPont Children's Hospital
Philadelphia, PA
Pediatrics
I would like to thank my parents for
all of their love and support; my
brother. Josh, and sister-in-law,
Courtney, for their encouragement.
Liz, Amy and Sue
for listening to me and helping me
through these tough years. Diane,
Kristy, Sabrina, Sue and Heidi, I am
so glad I had the opportunity to
share this wonderful experience
with you guys. Medical school
would not have been the same with-
out you. Allan and Katie, thank you
for keeping me sailing. What a won-
derful way to make the stresses dis-
appear. Thank you, all ofmy friends
and family. Becoming a physician is
my greatest accomplishment and 1
couldn't have done it without each
and everyone of you.
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Christopher
Kevin Lawler,
D.O.
Westmont. NJ
• Colorado College
UMDNJ/KHS
Stratford. NJ
Emergency Medicine
Kirstin- Thank you for being my
wife and best friend. I could not
have made it your love, support,
laughter, and an occasional push to
my posterior quadrant.
Madelaine- When you are old
enough to read this, thank you for
the smiles that fill my heart with joy
and giving new meaning to my life.
To all my classmates- Good luck in
your future endeavors and remem-
ber what the great Latin scholar
Anonymous once said "Common
sense is like water, we should all
drink more."
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Oksana Lekarev,
D.O.
Fair Lawn, NJ
B.A. • Columbia University
UMDNJ/ Robert Wood Johnson
Piscataway, NJ
Pediatrics
My journey to medical school only
took me 100 miles from home, yet in
a way I have come further than I
would have traveling thousands of
miles. Thanks to everyone - all the
amazing physicians, instructors and
classmates - who has helped me grow
along the way. To my most loving
parents who were always there and
supported me completely in all I as-
pired to achieve. To David, the person
who understands me best, who em-
braces my independence and curios-
ity. To all ofmy wonderful friends at
SOM - with a special thanks to
Sabrina for all the great laughter (the
best medicine); to Paige for your
amazing listening abilities; to Kristen
for those 3AM phone cram sessions
and talks; to Robert for the NYC
rides. To Luiza and Henning, for your
nurturing nature and late night laughs.
To Carolyn and Dionicia, for creating
a sane refuge outside of medicine.
The greatest gratitude is for my
late grandmother Klara, a superb car-
diologist and a beautiful woman who
was my guiding inspiration in becom-
ing a physician.
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Trina Marie
Santomauro
Lisko, D.O.
Colliugswood. NJ
B.S. • Duke University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford. NJ
Traditional Rotating
Temple University Hospital
Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation
"Computers in the future may
weigh no more than 1.5 tons."
(Popular Mechanics, forecasting
the relentless march of science,
1949) Can you imagine fitting that
into our white coat pockets? Thank
God for the palm pilot. Imagine
what the next 50 years has in store.
1 hope we are all a part of it. I want
to thank everyone who helped
make the past four years worth re-
membering.
Good Luck and "GO DUKE".
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Diane Marie
Marchesani,
D.O.
Hazlet, NJ
B. A. • Washington Universit}'-
St. Louis
Einstein/Jacobi Medical Center
Internal Medicine
"Life can only be understood
backwards."~Kierkegaard
Thank you and I love you Mom,
Dad, and Joe. A very special thank
you to
Kristy Ziontz and Sabrina
Tempesta—Are we still on for
Pharm day on Thursday?
You both know I couldn't have done
this without you. I hope the
laughter continues forever.
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Jonathan
Christian
Markley, D.O.
Pompton Plains, NJ
B.S. • East Stroudsbiirg University'
UMDNJ/St. Francis Hospital
Jersey City; NJ
Traditional Rotating
What an amazing four years.
Rebecca, you are my best friend
and the light of my life. Every day
is better than the last and I look
forward to a lifetime of memories.
Mom and dad, thank you for the
love and support through out my
life. You have taught me the most
important lesson of all, to put God
first all else will fall into place.
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Anthony William
Marsh, D.O.
Hoboken. NJ
D.C. • NeM' York Chiropractic College
UMDNJ/St. Francis Hospital
Jersey City, NJ
Traditional Rotating
"Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam et Sancta
Maria, Mater Dei." With deep appre-
ciation and love to: My mother and
late father for instilHng a foundation of
love. To my brother for the same. To
my beloved wife for encouragement
and love through thick and thin. To my
dearest children for their inspiration
and delight. To my mother, father and
sisters-in-law for their prayers and be-
lief in me. To cousin Josephine for
holding the fort. To my staff To Tony,
who having swam the English Chan-
nel knew how to keep me afloat. To
Bobby for getting me everywhere. To
the Sisters of Charity for teaching me
the theological virtues. To the Jesuit
Fathers who continued my refinement
with love and at times a needed heavy
hand. To Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
and the dear Missionaries of Charity
by virtue of which my cup truly
runneth over. To Dr. Steve. To my
deans, professors, classmates and oth-
ers, (you know who you are) and
whom I cannot mention being limited
to about 1 75 words here.
God Bless you all!
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Lynn
McCoy, D.O.
Blach\'ood. NJ
B.S. • Montclair State University
NYCOM/St. Barnabas Hospital
Bronx, NY
Emergency Medicine
All praises to God for all the
blessings and success, Fve
experienced in my 25 years.
Fd like to thank my family
for their love and uncondi-
tional support. To Shawn, the
love of my life, I am fortu-
nate to have someone like
you in my life. To the new
friends I've made at SOM (u
know who you are), you have
touched my life in a special
way. I can not forget the
administrative staff at SOM,
thank you for the opportunity
to make my dream become
realty. Lastly, to the class of
2004, I wish you the best and
all the success in your future
endeavors!
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Lovelle
McFadden-
Parsi, D.O.
Bronx. NY
B.S. ' SVNY -Stonybrook
UMDNJ/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Traditional Rotating
Thank you to everyone who
beheved in me, supported me,
encouraged me and put up with me
through the years. Through Him,
all things are possible.
74
Sanjay
Mehta, D.O.
Sayreville, NJ
B.A. • Boston University
NYCOM/Maimonides
Medical Center
Brooklyn. NY
Pediatrics
Words to Live By:
"Be the change you wish to see in
the world"
-Mahatma Gandhi
Thank you to my parents for provid-
ing me with all of the love and sup-
port a son could ever ask for. Thank
you to my brother who has been my
guiding light
through the years. Thank you, Neha,
for adding something special to my
life. Thank you to my friends who
have been there always.
I hope success and happiness greets
us all in our medical endeavors and
beyond.
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Charles
Nolte, D.O.
Maple Shade, NJ
B.S. • Rowan University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Internal Medicine/
Emergency Medicine
Medical school has been the greatest
challenge ofmy life to this point.
Here we pushed ourselves to the
limit, learning more than we ever
thought possible. I would not have
been able to endure the workload
and stress without the support of
family and friends. For this I offer
my gratitude. Mom and Dad, thank
you for all your loving care and
support. You have raised me to be
self reliant yet trustful of others. I
thank all my brothers and sisters,
Redsie, Sue, John, Earl, Theresa,
Pat, Rose, Jim, Holly, Joan, and Joe.
My big brothers and sisters have
taught me to be tough and have
always offered good advice. Lastly,
1 would like to thank my best friend
and love ofmy life, Catalina. You
have been there for me through all
the ups and downs of medical
school. It has been a big sacrifice
for you also and I will never forget.
Congratulations UMDNJ-SOM
class 2004! EM/IM here I come!
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Maria V.
Pantano, D.O.
Franklin Lakes, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
Einstein Jacobi
Medical Center
Bronx, NY
Internal Medicine
Mommy and Daddy: You are
my backbone and my spirit. No
words can adequately express
what your unconditional love,
support and prayers have meant
to me. I love you so much!
Lore: 1 hope that we are forever
as close as we are now. Hey,
who else could I admit to that 1
don't know who's running for
president? And that legal ad-
vise might come in handy too! 1
love you.
Hal: Dokdare loos. ..it has
been, and will always
be. . .understood! No tooroffs
here!
Dana, Chris and Ant: The last
4 years have been a total
rollercoaster! We've shared
our thoughts and fears,
countless hours of laughter,
and even tears. Just know, I
am so grateful to have had
you in my life during a time
that could have been so lonely
and turned out to be every-
lli ing
Chirayu Bharat
Parikh, D.O.
Sayreville, NJ
M.A. • Boston University-
Long Island Jewish Medical Center
New York. NY
Psychiatry
I want to thank my family for their
years of love and support. None of
this would have been possible with-
out your guidance and example.
Thanks to my friends for always
being ready to have a good time and
reminding me there is life beyond
medical school (never forget - 37,
27, 19,48!!!). Thanks to my class-
mates for making the last four years
unforgettable. Thanks to all the
doctors I've worked with for taking
the time to teach me from their years
of experience. Finally, thanks to
SOM for giving me what I had
hoped for four years ago.
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Emily J.
Parke, D.O.
Binghamton, NY
B.S. • SUNY- Upstate
Medical University
UNECOM/ Samaritan
Medical Center
Watertown, NY
Traditional Rotating
I would like to thank all of my
family and friends for being so
supportive throughout medical
school. I especially want to
thank my mother, my stepfa-
ther, Tom, and my grandpar-
ents. I couldn't have done it
without you.
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rNayan M. Patel,
D.O.
Piscataway, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
UMDNJ- Robert Wood Johnson
University
Piscataway, NJ
Internal Medicine
Thanks to my family and friends. I
couldn't have made it through these
last four years without your support.
Congratulations to the Class of
2004! Wherever our paths ulti-
mately lead us, we will always be
linked as classmates and colleagues.
Rajiv J. Patel,
D.O.
Ridgewood, NJ
B.A. • University ofRochester
UMDNJ- Nev^' Jersey Medical
Center
Newark. NJ
Internal Medicine
It's been a great four years. There
are many moments and memories
that I have shared with friends (you
know who you are) that I will
eherish forever. We have grown
together and been through the good
times and bad times with each other.
This is just the beginning of many
more memories to come as we
embark upon our professional lives
together. Good luck to everyone,
and don't forget to send me a
consult.
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Shelley-Ann
Nicole
Pennycooke,
D.O.
Burlington, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
UMDNJ/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Emergency Medicine
"This has been a hfe long pursuit and
journey, and now I am almost at the
end of the road. Mom and Dad, thank
you for the sacrifices you made to give
your children a better future; it has not
gone unrecognized. Owano, you have
followed me to unfamiliar territories
unselfishly and lovingly. 1 want you to
know that I will follow you to the ends
of the earth. I love you and I love our
life together. Lord you have brought
me far, and to many high places. You
continue to love me despite my short-
comings and my failures. You gave
Your life to save me and so I give my
life to serve you. Thank you for allow-
ing me to do it through medicine."
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Ramon
Matthew
Perez, D.O.
Aurora. CO
M.S. • Colorado State University
UMDNJ-SOM
Orthopaedic Surgery
Life is short.
Art is long,
Experience difficult.
(The Aesculapian Wand)
Over long distances I have traveled,
sacrifices I have made, to better the
lives of many.
I couldn't have done this without all
of your support.
Especially you Mother, your
devotion is infinite.
With all my LOVE, thanks Nato,
Nana and Tata Bueno, Perez, and
Lorona, and the rest ofmy friends
and family of Arizona, Colorado
and New Jersey.
Let us not forget, those who are
only briefly in our life, but will be
forever in our heart, and never
forgotten.
Thanks to everyone who has given
me the LOVE, support, opportunity,
motivation and inspiration to pursue
my travels in medicine.
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Ricardo
Perez, D.O.
Perth Amboy, NJ
J.D. • Rutgers School ofLaw at
Camden
B.S. • The College of New Jersey
NYCOM/ Union Hospital
Union, NJ
Internal Medicine
I. like many of you, cannot belie\ e
that this part of our H\ es is quickly
coining to a close. Also, like many of
you, I will sorely miss the lack of
responsibility we had as students.
These six years for me, with the ex-
ception of the first two, have been
incredibly rewarding. I came in as a
twenty-three year old fi^esh out ofcol-
lege, and I am leaving as atwenty-nine
year old that might be dexeloping
arthritis.
Looking on the bright side, prior to
graduating, I would tell people that I
was unemployed, broke, and that I
had a six figure debt. Now I can
proudly
state that I am a doctor, a lawyer, I
make about ten dollars an hour, and
my debt has increased due to com-
pound interest.
Thank you to my family, friends, and
Maria for all of your support.
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Pearlie
Peterson-
Cornett, D.O.
Newark. NJ
M.S. • Tuskegee University
NSUCOM/ ne Medical Center
ColumbiLS Regional Medical Center
Columbus. GA
Family Medicine
"I am a firm believer that hard work,
determination and obtaining a
good education help build character
and lead to success."
To my three children Rhojonda,
Cynesha and John, Jr.;
Throughout this long, tough ordeal
you all have been my greatest
motivation and inspiration. I love
you. Stay sweet and continue to do
great things.
*HUGS and KISSES*
MOM
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Antonio
Poto, Jr., D.O.
Livingston. NJ
B.A. • Boston College
Thanks to Mom and Dad for support
that has transcended anything I ever
could ask; without you none of my
achievements would have been pos-
sible.
Thanks to the rest of my family and
friends for being there during the
times that seemed so insurmountable.
Thanks to Chris and Maria for being
such great companions; our fiin, hard
and mischievous times together will
forever be remembered.
Most ofall, thanks to God for oversee-
ing the health and well being of my
family and I.
Best of luck to all of you in your
careers, we all have been and will
continue to be successful.
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Mohammed
Abdul
Rahman, D.O.
Lawrenceville, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
MWU- St. James Hospital
Olympia Field, IL
Traditional Rotating
'Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will
perish.
And the Face of your Lord full of
Majesty and Honour will abide for-
ever.
Then which ofthe Blessings ofyour
Lord will you both (jinns and men)
deny?'
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Robert A.
Ramirez, D.O.
Soitthjield, Michigan
B. S. • Oakland VniversiU'
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford. NJ
Traditional Rotating
It's hard to believe it has been 4 years
and now it's finally over, for now.
I'm sure I'll find something else oc-
cupymy time soon. It went quick and
hopefully internship and residency
will gojust as quickly. ..I'd like to get
my band on a regular schedule. Well
I guess this is the part where I say
thanks to the people who made this
possible and say good luck to my
classmates. So thanks to my family
and friends who've been with me
since the start, especially Dad, Victor
and Kevin. I also want to wish my
classmates the best of luck in the
future and hope you succeed in every-
thing you do. I'd also like to make a
promise that when I'm selected as
AOA president my year will be "The
Year of the Rockstar!"
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Gonzalo Javier
Revuelta, D.O.
Miami, FL
M.S. • Bany University
Merer Catholic Medical Center
Drexel University College of
Medicine/Hahnemann University
Hospital
Neurology Residency
Before all, I thank God for guidance
and strength every step of the way.
I would like to thank my wife, Alyssa,
for her support through all the ups and
downs, for the last eleven years.
T.Q.M.
Quisiera agradecerle a Mami y Papi
por su apoyo y fe desde el dia que naci.
Sin ellos nunca hubiera llegado a
donde estoy.
Gracias Bebe por tantos consejos y
tanta fe.
Tambien, quisiera agradecerle a Elsie
que ha sido como una segunda madre
para mi.
A Abu le dedico mi carrera.
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Robert Saint-
Vil, Jr., D.O.
Dix Hills, NY
B.A. • HarUvick College
Long Island Jewish Medical Center
New York, NY
Psychiatry
As I am looking at the page of a new
chapter, I am very much excited of the
prospects that hints on that page. But
before the page turn, I Hke to remember
the not so simple script that brought me
here. I remember the joys and chal-
lenges that were shared especially with
my other half—Gregory Dietrich who
was incredibly patient and supportive.
I remember my family who too were
very supportive throughout the saga.
And I remember my friends who made
the journey with me forever memo-
rable. Thank you all for being there
throughout this journey.
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Roy L.
Sandau, D.O.
MuUica Hill, NJ
B.S. • Rowan University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
General Surgery
"First I would like to thank my Mom
and Dad for loving and supporting
me in everything I do, without you
two nothing would have been pos-
sible. To Mary and Gianna: thank for
your love and generosity. You make
everyday in my life special. I love
you. I thank my brothers George and
Frank for their guidance and inspira-
tion. I thank my grandmother. Har-
mony, for her unconditional love.
The Duczkowski's: thank you for
your kindness and welcoming me
into your family. My classmates, you
made Medical school fun and excit-
ing. I look forward to working with
all of you again as colleagues."
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Kristen
Scheets, D.O.
Boonton, NJ
B.A. • Drew University
UMDNJ-SOM
Stratford, NJ
Emergency Medicine
I thank my husband, Jason, for
his love, support and most im-
portantly his humor over the
past 4 years. It was on a rare
occasion that I ever felt the
stress of medical school; your
friendship and love have al-
lowed me to realize that medi-
cine is just a part ofmy life, and
that you and our family are my
life. I also thank my parents,
my sisters, Teresa and Monica,
and my brothers, Mike, Matt,
and Timmy for their continued
support and love. The fact that
your lives always seemed more
hectic and crazier than mine,
made med school feel like a
piece of cake! I thank all my
friends for always wanting to
eat, drink, and socialize! But
most importantly, the single
greatest moment I have to look
back on these past 4 years, has
been the birth of my amazing
son, Jason Jr. I love you more
than I thought I could ever love
anything. I have no words to
express the impact you
have had on my life.
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Ajanta
Sen, D.O.
Edison, NJ
B.A. • Rutgers University
UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson
Medical Center
Piscataway, NJ
Internal Medicine
Time never ceases to amaze me.
Looking back on four years of both
hard work and great fian, four years
replete with feehngs of triumph, dis-
appointment, anxiety, exhaustion,
self-reward and excitement - I can
only say that it has all happened in one
profound blink ofmy eyes.
Thank you to all the special people
who have come into and out of my
life. Thank you to my close friends
who have been there through the
good times and the bad. You have all
changed me in so many ways, all the
while embracing and believing in the
real me.
And to my family, the true constant
force in my life: words cannot ex-
press my gratitude. Only you know
that no matter how much I grow, how
different I become, I am still the same
"Mistu". I will continue to strive for
what is good and true as you have
always done, and I hope to be there for
you as you have always been there for
me.
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Daniel Matthew
Suffin, D.O.
Wayne. NJ
B.A. • Lafayette College
St. Michael's Medical Center
Newark. NJ
Internal Medicine
Thank you Mom, Dad, Heather and my
friends at SOM. I could not have made
it this far without your support.
Best of luck to all ofmy classmates!
Steven Wayne
Edward Talbot,
D.O.
South Brunswick, NJ
M.S. • East Stroudshurg University
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Internal Medicine &
Emergency Medicine
Try not to become a man of success
but rather to become a man of value.
- Albert Einstein
1 know that I would not be the same
person 1 am today, ifnot for the people
who have supported me throughout
my life. And for this 1 thank my
family... Mom, I am proud of the
values you taught me and the love that
you gave me. Grandpa, thank you for
inspiring me and pushing me this far.
Jim, Sue, Mike, Paul, and Kathy, how
could anyone ask for better siblings'?
Dad and Grandma, you'll never be
forgotten and always loved. My girl-
friend, Katie, for her sweet smile and
her love, thanks sweetheart. All ofmy
friends at UMDNJ-SOM, thanks, get-
ting through medical school would
have been impossible without all the
support, knowledge, and friendship
we shared. Always be proud. Never be
satisfied. Best wishes to all. .
.
And we all shine on. like the moon, the
stars and the sun.
- John Lennon


Susan Kao
Uy, D.O.
Succasiinna, NJ
B.S. • University ofMichigan
PCOM/ Geisinger Medical Health
System
Danville, PA
Pediatrics
"Yet this I call to mind and therefore I
have hope: Because of the LORD's
great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new
every moming; great is your faithful-
ness."
—Lamentations 3.23
"Tmst in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make your paths
straight."
—Proverbs 3:5-6
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Jeffrey E. Van
Hook, D.O.
Millville, NJ
B.S. • Rowan University'
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Internal Medicine &
Emergency Medicine
I would like to extend my heartfelt
thanks to all the people who have
inspired me and supported me
throughout medical school. First, I
want to thank my fiance, Lori, who
has always been there for me, no mat-
terhow much ofmy time was taken up
by studying. I love you. Thanks next
to my parents, who even visited the
anatomy lab to see my cadaver, and to
my brother Andrew, who became my
practice patient for OMT. Thank you
to my dog, Duke, who always cheers
me up. Next, I would also like to thank
all of the physicians who have been
my teachers and role models, espe-
cially. Dr. Hamaty, Dr. Giudice, Dr.
Schuitema, Dr. Scali, Dr. Brown, Dr.
Mason, and Dr. Lightfoot. Finally, to
all ofmy friends and classmates, par-
ticularly, my anatomy lab group, with
whom I shared the good and bad
times, thank you for everything, be-
coming a physician is not a goal we
could have achieved alone, but when
we all worked together, we all real-
ized our dream
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Maria Nieves
Vila, D.O.
Kearny, NJ
Seton Hall University
KCOM/ Overlook Hospital
Summit, NJ
Traditional Rotating
Gracias a mis padres y a mi
hermano por vuestra ayuda
durante estos anos y
siempre. Nunca habria
logrado llegar a donde estoy
sin vuestro apollo.
Con mucho amor,
Nieves
1^


Christian J.
Whitney, D.O.
CUftun. NJ
B.A. • Drew Universit}>
NYCOM/St. Clare's Hospital
New York, NY
Yale-New Haven Hospital
New Haven, CT
Anesthesiolog}'
As my medical school years come to a
close and my career as a physician
begins, I cannot help to reflect upon
the individuals that have had an im-
pact on my life throughout this time.
Mom and Dad, you have always been
there forme as long as I can remember
and I consider myselftruly blessed for
the gifts of love, generosity, and guid-
ance you have provided me with
throughout my whole life. You have
instilled in me the values needed to not
only become a compassionate physi-
cian but a noble individual as well. I
could not imagine making it this far
without you and 1 can only hope that I
have the same impact on my children
that you have had on me.
The friendships that I have made while
attending medical school are powerful
and dynamic. I will be forever grateful
for the sacrifices you made and the
encouragement I received when 1
needed it the most. As we grow to-
gether, know that I will always be
there for you. God Bless!
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Marcia
Williams-
Lyons, D.O.
Brooklyn, NY
B.S. • Northern Caribbean
Vniversit}'
UMDNJ-SOM/KHS
Stratford, NJ
Nephrology
I have always held the beliefthat "all
things are possible through Christ
who strengthens me." I have also
adapted a childhood quotation that
has inspired me along the way. It
reminds me that "the heights ofgreat
men reached sudden flight. But the
while their companions slept, were
toiling upward through the night."

Kristy Lynn R.
Ziontz, D.O.
Pompton Lakes, NJ
M.S. * Montclair State Universit}'
St. Joseph's Regional Medical
Center
Clifton, NJ
Family Medicine
Happiness is not having what you
want, it's wanting what you have.








Congratulations
Class of 2004
1
From Your Yearbook Committee:
Angel, Jeannette, Rolando, Jessica, Pearlie
Laura, Ajanta, Katherine, Lovelle, Dana, Ramon, & Maria




